Quality of blood prepared for autotransfusion in primary cemented total hip replacement.
We have measured levels of contaminants (products of cell lysis and other substances) in blood salvaged from patients undergoing primary cemented total hip replacement. Washing of this blood removed an average of 91.4% of the free haemoglobin mass, reduced white cell lysozyme concentrations by 86% and almost totally eliminated fats and particulate matter. Osmotic fragility was significantly improved by washing although not to control levels.